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Esteemed Members of the  
Society of St. George,

I am grateful for the trust and 
confidence you have bestowed 
on me to guide our organization.  
I remain steadfast in my 
commitment to our mission 
and vision, and I am devoted to 
strengthening and increasing our 
organization’s impact. Together, we 

have the potential to accomplish remarkable achievements 
and create a positive influence in our community and beyond.

I am pleased to announce that the mission of The Society 
of St. George continues with the transition of our executive 
committee and welcome David Adams, Esq., who serves as our 
Third Vice President, and Matt Gilbert, Esq., who assumes the 
role of Treasurer.

The Foundation has undergone restructuring, with funds 
transferred to the general account. A “Gifting Committee” 
has been created to allocate funds to our annual charities. 
We are pleased to welcome Matt Gilbert, who will lead the 
committee to evaluate our charities and distribute financial 
yearly contributions.

We are incredibly excited to announce the revitalization of 
the Events Committee, with Susan Gerrity providing leadership 
and guiding the initiative. Also, Andy Colket is appointed chair 
for the newly established Communications Committee.  Gregg 
Edwards is heading our America 250 Celebration scheduled 
for June 27, 2026, at the Washington Memorial Chapel. More 
information on this is forthcoming as this team moves forward.

As I stated in my inaugural address, the heart of this 
organization lies in the support of the membership. We will 
need society members to serve on these committees, and your 
support is essential to our success. To support these missions, 
please contact Susan, Andy, and Gregg.

Membership is vital to our sustainability, success, and 
growth. To enhance new membership enrollment, we are 
reinstating Past President Peter Hill’s program to waive the 
application fee for new members. Our recruitment goal is 
50 new members. Every board member is actively seeking 
new members, and I strongly encourage the membership to 
contribute to our efforts by bringing in potential candidates 
to help us achieve—or even exceed—this goal, as they are 
fundamental to our enduring success.

Francis A. O’Donnell, Jr. 
President

From the President

St. George 
Christmas Party

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Philadelphia Cricket Club

Join us for a festive celebration, with cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres followed by dinner.  

Enjoy a wonderful evening filled with Christmas 
 songs and carol singing We look forward 

to celebrating the season with you!

More details to follow

Upcoming Events
Lessons & Carols Service 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 5pm 
Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields

St. George Annual Meeting 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 
The Corinthian Yacht Club

Annual St. George’s Day Dinner 
 Saturday, April 25, 2026 
The Highlands Mansion

St. George’s  
America 250 Celebration 

Saturday, June 27, 2026 
Washington Memorial Chapel

Check PhillyBrit.org for events hosted by  
our Commonwealth Committee organizations.
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The Society of 
St. George, 
Philadelphia 

celebrated its 253rd 
Annual St. George’s 
Day Dinner on  
April 26, 2025, at  
The Philadelphia Club. 

This milestone event marked the 803rd 
observance of St. George’s Day, bringing 
together members and honored guests 
for an evening of tradition, fellowship, 
and celebration of English heritage.

The evening began with a stirring 
processional led by Piper James H. 
Turner, Jr., followed by flag bearers and 
the ceremonial mace bearer. After the 
invocation and opening ceremonies, 
an important moment in the society’s 
history took place—the presidential 
changeover ceremony. Francis A. 
O’Donnell, Jr., who had been voted into 
office as president at the annual meeting 

in February, officially assumed his 
duties for a two-year term. As tradition 
holds, the passing of the gavel ceremony 
was conducted, and outgoing President 
Richard Booker, Esq., was presented 
with the gift of a Philadelphia bowl in 
recognition of his dedicated service.  
We welcome Frank O’Donnell as he 
begins his leadership of the society for 
the next two years.

President O’Donnell  then 
welcomed attendees and introduced 
honored  guests , inc luding 
leaders from Philadelphia’s 
historic  cultural  societies—

The 253rd Annual  
St. George’s Day Dinner

 Dave Adams, 3rd VP, Judith Francis, Executive Director, T. Michael Poxon, Historian, Anne Peckham, 2nd VP, George Tyndall, Chairman 
of the Stewards, Matt Gilbert, Treasurer, Rich Booker, Past President Front Row: Will Forbes, 1st VP, Frank O’Donnell, President
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The British Officer’s Club, Daughters of the  
British Empire in PA, The English-Speaking Union, 
The Friendly Sons and Daughters of St. Patrick, The German 
Society of Pennsylvania, The St. Andrew’s Society, and 
The Welsh Society.

The traditional toasts honored the President of the United 
States, His Majesty the King, the Patron Saint St. George, 
and the society’s founders—visionary citizens who gathered 
at Patrick Byrne’s Tavern on April 23, 1772 to establish 
the society for “the advice and assistance of Englishmen 
in distress.” The assembly joined in singing “America the 
Beautiful” and “God Save the King,” their voices united in 
celebration of the enduring bonds between nations.

A highlight of the evening was the lively performance by 
Handsome Molly, a Princeton-based dance troupe that has 
been delighting audiences since 1993. The group performed 
traditional Molly dancing, a form that originated in East 

Anglia and the English 
Midlands in the late 
18th century. Originally 
performed by out-of-work 
farm boys during mid-
winter, these spirited 
dances caricatured the 
elegant country dances 
of the gentry. Handsome 
Molly has honored both 
British traditions and American heritage in creating their 
unique repertoire, bringing history to life through dance 
and song.

Guests enjoyed an elegant dinner featuring grilled  
gem salad with egg mayonnaise, asparagus, pot-au-feu with 
spring vegetables, and assorted mini desserts, accompanied 
by port, coffee, and tea. The evening was a fitting tribute to  
St. George and the enduring spirit of the society’s mission to  
help those in need.

The society also paid tribute to its departed members, 
whose lasting contributions continue to be deeply 
appreciated.

Handsome Molly dancers

Leaders and representatives from Philadelphia Societies.

President Frank O’Donnell presents outgoing President 
Richard Booker with a traditional Philadelphia bowl

Outgoing President Richard 
Booker and his wife Pattie
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Prince Edward 
Visits Philadelphia

Annual  
St. George’s  
Day Dinner
Saturday,  

April 25, 2026

We are pleased to 
announce a new venue  

for next year’s 
celebration:  

The Highlands  
Mansion and Garden

After many wonderful years at  

The Philadelphia Club, we’re excited to 

move to this beautiful estate, outside 

the city, with expanded space to 

welcome more guests.  

The Highlands is renowned for hosting 

elegant celebrations and is particularly 

stunning in spring. We’re delighted to 

welcome several Society Leaders and 

their representatives to join us for what 

promises to be another memorable 

evening of fellowship and celebration. 

Sponsorship opportunities are 

available to those who wish to show 

greater support. We look forward to 

celebrating St. George’s Day with you at 

this wonderful new location!

Details to follow with your invitation. 

On April 30th, Prince Edward visited Philadelphia, making several 
appearances throughout the city. One of his stops was at the Simeone 

Foundation Automotive Museum, where he met with and awarded 
several Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award students.

Our Executive Director, Judith Francis, had the opportunity to 
spend a few minutes with His Royal Highness to present him with 

an inscribed cricket bat from the Society of St. George. The bat was 
specially made for this visit by Past President Rich Booker.

SAVE THE DATE
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Unite to Support Jamaica

Items Urgently Needed
Tarps, Generators, and Hygiene Kits

No used clothing, linen, or canned food can be accepted at this time.

Item Donation Locations
Supplies are being collected at two locations:

Besco Shippers
5425 Baltimore Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143

Monday–Friday | 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM

True United Church
6201 Old York Road, Philadelphia, PA 19141

Sundays | 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Financial Donations
For those wishing to make monetary contributions, 

several options are available:

Via Check
Payable to: New Testament Church of God

935 S. 53rd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19143

Online Giving
Givelify tinyurl.com/26sj4th6

PayPal.me/NTCOG
Government of Jamaica supportjamaica.gov.jm

Philadelphia Communities come 
together After Devastating 
Hurricane Melissa

Category 5 Hurricane Melissa struck southwestern 
Jamaica on October 28, becoming the third strongest 
Atlantic hurricane on record and leaving widespread 
destruction. Entire communities have been devastated, 
with thousands of families lacking homes, power, and 
basic supplies. Black River was especially hard hit, 
and more than 490,000 customers — about 72% of 
the island — remain without electricity. Several major 
hospitals were damaged, and over 13,000 people sought 
emergency shelter.

Philadelphia’s Response
Philadelphia’s Commonwealth Committee, Team 
Jamaica Bickle, and Caribbean Festival have launched 
a relief effort and are urging the local community to 
help through item donations and financial support.

The people of Jamaica face a long road to recovery. 
Infrastructure is badly damaged, families have lost their 
homes, and communities need immediate help to begin 
rebuilding. Every contribution—supplies or financial 
support—makes a real difference. The Jamaican diaspora 
in Philadelphia has always shown strong solidarity in 
times of crisis, and this is a moment when that spirit 
can bring hope and relief after Hurricane Melissa. For 
details on drop-off times or how to help, please contact 
the Consulate of Jamaica in Philadelphia or any of 
the donation locations listed. Together, we can help  
Jamaica rebuild.
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Nearly 50 years after Queen Elizabeth presented 
the Bicentennial Bell to the American people, 
her nephew, Prince Edward, returned to 
Independence National Historical Park in April 
2025 to help dedicate the bell’s new home—
marking a fresh chapter in its remarkable story.

The ceremony 
celebrated the 
enduring bond 
between the 
United States and 
Great Britain, 
symbolized by  
t h e  m a s s i ve 
bell that has 
r e p r e s e n t e d 
shared ideals 
of liberty and 
friendship since 
1976.

A Royal 
Gift from 
Britain’s Bicentennial

The Bicentennial Bell traces its origins to July 6, 1976, when 
Queen Elizabeth II visited Philadelphia during the nation’s 
200th birthday festivities. While touring Independence 
National Historical Park—home to Independence Hall and 
the Liberty Bell—the Queen presented the United States with 
a new bell on behalf of the British people.

Cast at London’s historic Whitechapel Foundry, the same 
foundry that produced the original Liberty Bell in 1751, 
the Bicentennial Bell weighs 12,446 pounds and stands  
5 feet 6 inches tall with a diameter of 6 feet 10.5 inches.  
It bears the inscription “Let Freedom Ring,” a message the 
Queen expressed hope would “be heard around the world for 
centuries to come.”

Lessons 
Learned 
“The Hard 
Way”
At the 1976 dedication 
ceremony at the park’s 
former Visitor Center, 
Queen El izabeth 
delivered remarks that 
were both thoughtful 
and strikingly candid. 
Referencing  her 
lineage as “the direct 
descendant of King 
George III,” she offered 
a rare perspective on 

American independence.
“It seems to me that Independence Day, the Fourth of July, 

should be celebrated as much in Britain as in America,” she said.  
“Not in rejoicing at the separation of the American Colonies 
from the British Crown but in sincere gratitude to the 
Founding Fathers of this great Republic for having taught 
Britain a very valuable lesson.”

That lesson, she explained, was learning “to respect the 
right of others to govern themselves in their own ways.”

Prince Edward  
Dedicates New Home

for Historic Bicentennial Bell at Independence National Historical Park
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“We lost the American Colonies because we lacked that 
statesmanship ‘to know the right time, and the manner of 
yielding, what is impossible to keep,’” she acknowledged. 
“This was the outcome of experience learned the hard way in 
1776. Without that great act in the cause of liberty performed 
in Independence Hall two hundred years ago, we could never 
have transformed an Empire into a Commonwealth.”

She emphasized that this understanding paved the way 
for a renewed partnership:

“Together we have fought in two world wars in the defense 
of our common heritage of freedom… Together, as friends 
and allies, we can face the uncertainties of the future, and 
this is something for which we in Britain can also celebrate 
the Fourth of July.”

A Symbol of Enduring Friendship
Prince Edward’s visit in April 2025 continued that tradition 

of goodwill, underscoring the lasting connection between the 
two nations. The dedication of the bell’s new setting served 
as a moment to reflect on its deeper significance—not only 
as a Bicentennial gift but as a continuing emblem of the 
“special relationship” between the United States and the 
United Kingdom.

Cast in the same foundry as its iconic predecessor,  
the bell stands as a reminder that the principles honored 
at Independence Hall in 1776—liberty, self-determination, 
and democratic governance—have shaped the histories  
of both countries.

Today, as visitors encounter both the Liberty Bell and 
the Bicentennial Bell, they are presented with a compelling 
narrative: how the struggles of 1776 ultimately gave rise to 
one of the world’s strongest alliances, and how the lessons 
of that era continue to resonate across generations.

Frank O’Donnel  
and George Tyndall

President Frank O’Donnel, Board members George Tyndall and  
T. Michael Poxon, and Prince Edward at the bell dedication April 30.
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Honoring a 
Life of Service
Rev. G. Clayton Ames III 
Memorial Celebration

On a perfect autumn 
afternoon friends and 
representatives from the 

many societies Clayton Ames 
served gathered to honor the 
memory of an extraordinary 
chaplain and gentleman.

The memorial celebration 
began October 5th at 2:00 PM at  
The Woodlands Cemetery, where 
a commemorative plaque was 
dedicated in Clayton’s honor. 
The brief but meaningful service was officiated by  
The Rev. Sean Mullen and featured heartfelt remarks from 
leaders of the various societies that Clayton faithfully served 
throughout his life.

Frank O’Donnell, President of The Society of St. 
George Philadelphia, spoke movingly about Clayton’s 25 
years of dedicated service as the society’s Chaplain. He 
highlighted Clayton’s gift for making everyone feel like part 
of his community, his steadfast commitment to preserving 
traditions and stories, and how he always showed up with a 
smile and a meaningful prayer. Representatives from the St. 
Andrew’s Society, Society of the Friendly Sons and Daughters 
of St. Patrick, and The Welsh Society of Philadelphia also 
shared their remembrances, each reflecting on how Clayton’s 
ministry touched their organizations.

A special ceremonial tribute by members of the First 
Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry honored Clayton’s beloved 
service as their Chaplain, recognizing the unique bond he 
shared with the historic unit.

The beautiful weather seemed to smile upon the gathering 
as attendees moved to the Corinthian Yacht Club in Essington 
for a reception at 3:00 PM. The convivial atmosphere, 
with an open bar and hors d’oeuvres, provided the perfect 
setting for sharing stories and celebrating Clayton’s 
remarkable legacy—a legacy defined by his unwavering faith,  
his service as an Army Chaplain, and his devotion to the many 
communities he shepherded.

Clayton’s life exemplified what it means to be a 
gentleman, scholar, chaplain, and truly jolly good 
fellow. His Scottish heritage, love of tradition, 
and selfless nature enriched every gathering and 
made everyone he met feel like family. We are all 
fortunate to have known him, and his memory 
continues to inspire us.
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A Memorial Remembrance
It is a very sad time when we lose cherished members and friends 

 of our St. George Society. Those who have passed away will  
always be remembered for their dedication and friendship.

Let light perpetual shine upon them and give them rest.

David W. Coates, Jr., 86
David passed away in 
his home on Monday, 
May 10, 2025. Born in 
Philadelphia, he was 
the son of the late 
David Wolfe, Sr. and 
Sophie (Davis) Coates. 
David was the beloved 
husband of Margaret 
“Peggy” (Fennessey) 
Coates with whom he 

shared 48 years of marriage. David graduated 
from Lower Merion High School of Ardmore, 
PA. and went on to attain his bachelor’s degree 
from Roanoke College of Virginia where he was 
the president and treasurer of the Pi Kappa Phi. 
After graduation David accepted his first job in 
sales with Atlantic Refining. As he expanded his 
sales career, David accepted a job with John Deere, 
the former Funk Manufacturing Co. Outside of 
work David enjoyed singing, especially in church, 
hunting, fishing and waterskiing. He was a 
member of Union League of Philadelphia and sang 
in the glee club. During the winter months, he was 
also known as Santa Claus for the Philadelphia 
Skating Club and Humane Society and for the 
Radnor High School scholarship fund. He was 
a member at the Merion Cricket club and of  
The Society of St George. David was also a 
treasurer for the Society’s foundation for over 20 
years. Above all, David was a beloved family man 
who lived life to the fullest and enjoyed life on his 
terms. In addition to his wife Peggy, David will be 
lovingly remembered by his son, Robert Laning 
Coates and his wife, Jamie and his grandchildren, 
Jonah, Liam, Nadia, Geana, Mischa and Gerald.

David J. Prescott, 85
David, of Newtown Square, biology 
professor emeritus at Bryn Mawr College 
and former acting chair of its biology 
department, died May 9 of bladder 
cancer at Bryn Mawr Hospital.

Professor Prescott taught biology, 
biochemistry, and related subjects 
at Bryn Mawr for 35 years, from 1970 
until his 2005 retirement. A specialist 
in neurochemistry, environmental 

toxicology, and sensory systems of insects, he also oversaw the college’s 
radioactive waste disposal in the 1980s and laboratory upgrades in 
the 1990s. He earned research grants from the NIH, NSF, and other 
foundations, and co-founded the Philadelphia chapter of the Society 
for Neuroscience in 1977.

Born Oct. 8, 1939, in Philadelphia, he grew up in Prospect Park and 
was valedictorian at Interboro High School before earning his chemistry 
degree and doctorate in biochemistry at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Before Bryn Mawr, he worked for the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Harvard Medical School, and Washington and Princeton Universities.

He met his wife, Barbara Readler, in high school; they married in 
1964 and renovated homes in Spring Garden, including ones featured in 
The Inquirer. He later rebuilt the Catawissa Opera House, constructed 
playgrounds and stage sets, and believed that “he who has the tools 
has the power.”

Active in Radnor Township, he served on the board of health and 
environmental council, worked polls on Election Day, and volunteered 
with the Radnor Historical Society. A 2000 Inquirer story captured his 
humor when he and his wife tended state-monitored chickens—one a 
rooster that woke the neighborhood.

A sailor, builder, and collector of music boxes and light bulbs, he was 
known for curiosity, intellect, and generosity. “He leaves a remarkable 
legacy of love, laughter, intellect, and fix-it know-how,” his family said. 
He is survived by daughters Leslie, Paige, and Holly; brother Henry; 
three grandsons; and other relatives. His wife died in 2024. He was 
treasurer for The Society of St. George and earned its Presidential 
Award in 2017.
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Lewis 
Thompson
15th President of the 
Society of the Sons  
of St. George
1 8 7 7  –  1 8 7 9

Lewis Thompson was born in 1814 in Lichfield, 
England, a city in Staffordshire 14 miles north of 
Birmingham. Trained as a carpenter, he and his 

brother Thomas arrived in Philadelphia in 1834. By 1836 
they had moved to Louisville, Kentucky, to run a marble 
cutting business. They returned to Philadelphia in 1840 
and opened a small cabinet and furniture business at  
11th Street and Ridge Avenue.

In those days, Philadelphia was the nation’s furniture 
manufacturing center, and the staples of the business were 
marble and mahogany. It was hard to get dependable supplies 
of mahogany, so the Thompsons erected a saw mill (the first 
mahogany saw mill in Philadelphia!) and started importing 
their own logs from Mexico, Cuba and Central America. 
Equipment was also installed to cut, polish and mold marble 
as most furniture at that time had marble tops. There was a 
brisk business in marble top bureaus, washstands and soda 
fountains. On the upper floors of the factory, the largest 
wood turning shop in Philadelphia also produced pews and 
other church furniture as well as woodwork for banks and 
office buildings.

The partnership of Thomas and Lewis was dissolved 
around 1860. Thomas assumed responsibility for the 
furniture business, while Lewis kept the saw mill. The name 
of the milling operation was changed to Lewis Thompson & 
Co., which he continued to manage until his death in 1880. 
Four successive generations of Thompsons ran the lumber 
business, expanding into new geographic areas (Brazil, 
the Philippines West Africa and the  U.S.), new varieties 
of wood (rosewood, teak, walnut and cherry) and new end-
products (boat propellers, radios, caskets, guitars, pistol 
grips, pianos and yachts) while managing to endure through 
wars, depressions, foreign political coups and protests from 

environmentalists – stiff challenges for a business dependent 
on goods from remote and troubled corners of the world.  
A 136 year old family business all started by a carpenter 
from England.

While starting and managing a successful business, 
Lewis and Thomas found time to be active members of 
the Society of the Sons of St. George. Thomas joined on 
October 23, 1843, and went on to serve as Vice President 
(1858-1861), as Treasurer (1874) and as a Trustee  
(1875-1878). Lewis joined on January 23, 1847, and held 
leadership positions as a Steward (1851), as Treasurer (1856-
1857), as a Trustee (1875-1876) and as President (1877-1879).  
His portrait appears on page 46 of the Red Book with an 
acknowledgment of his contributions to the society on 
page 81. He was a member of St. George’s for thirty-four 
years, and all three of his sons (John, George and Lewis)  
became members.

Of current interest, Lewis was President in 1877, when our 
statue of St. George & the Dragon arrived from England and 
was placed above the entrance of St. George’s Hall at 13th 
and Arch Streets. The statue currently resides in Fairmount 
Park on the west bank of the Schuylkill River.

Article submitted by Bill Thompson, a past president of the society 
and the great-great-great grandson of Lewis Thompson.
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St. George 
Scholarship 
Program

Spotlight on: Emelia Hall
The society provides scholarship money for students who will 
attend a university in England, or an approved program in 
England, have a cumulative grade point average of 3.2, can 
show English ancestry and permanent residence within 50 
miles of Philadelphia’s City Hall.

Excerpt 
from Emelia’s 
application:
“In addition to the purely 
convenient reasons,  
I want to major in 
history with a minor in 
linguistics, and England, 
specifically London where 
I will be studying is the 
perfect place to begin my 
university education of 

history. The deep history of England itself as well as all the 
resources available there through the British Museum and 
others like it is something that I am incredibly excited by.

I also really want to enjoy the cultural aspects of England. 
As I said earlier, my dad briefly lived in England as a kid,  
so I grew up on stories about London and the surrounding 
areas he had visited. Most of the books and TV/movies 
I consume take place in England and I’ve just always 
had a fascination with England as a country and culture,  
and I’m really excited to explore it when I am there.”

Emelia’s letter to the Society:
I had an amazing time during my semester in London.  
My friends and I did a lot of traveling, including day trips 
to Brighton and The Cotswolds. I also went to many of the 

museums that London has to offer, both in class and on my 
own. Outside of all the exciting stuff I really enjoyed just 
living and going to school in London; navigating the Tube, 
finding new restaurants between classes, and wandering the 
streets with my friends. I’m Incredibly grateful to The Society 
of St George for allowing me the opportunity to study abroad 
in a place with so much history and culture! 

Thank you so much for everything!
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Kevin (leftmost in left photo), Madelyn 
(leftmost in middle photo), and 
Xavier (leftmost in right photo) will be 
rappelling 315 feet down a Philadelphia 
skyscraper in support of POBS.

Educational Support Spotlight

The Philadelphia Outward Bound School (POBS), a 
beneficiary of The Society of St. George, continues to 
serve Philadelphia students in their pursuit of the Duke 
of Edinburgh International Award (DoE). As students 
progress in their chosen areas of service, skill development, 
and physical activity, POBS supports and monitors their 
progress and organizes expeditions for their Adventurous 
Journey requirements in order to complete each level of 
their award. This summer, nine Philadelphia high schoolers, 
working on their DoE Awards, completed their Adventurous 
Journeys on Outward Bound expeditions, by way of POBS and 
Outward Bound sister schools that have designated support 
for Philadelphia DoE students.

In the upcoming year, POBS is developing opportunities 
to expand its ability to serve students participating in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award internally and with the School 
District of Philadelphia (SDP). During the 2025-26 school 
year, a SDP pilot program plans to engage 120-160 freshmen 
in the DoE Award program across four SDP schools. As 
more young people enter the program, the District and 
individual schools will engage POBS as their implementation 
support partner to help students fulfill their “Adventurous 
Journey” DoE requirement as leaders of Adventurous 
Journey practice journey, and later, through wilderness 
expeditions. Additionally, in the summer of 2026, POBS 
will be collaborating with the Duke of Edinburgh Award in 
Bermuda to complete a 10-day, Gold Level Journey for their 
students and offer opportunities for cultural exchange and 
connection with our local students.

On October 17, three Bronze Award recipients represented 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award team as they rappel 30 stories 
down Commerce Square in Center City Philadelphia as part of 

Building Adventure, a thrilling biennial event to raise money 
and awareness for the Philadelphia Outward Bound School. 
As a team, they have raised over $12,000, which will give 
other young people access to similar outdoor learning and 
adventure programs that have deeply impacted each of them. 

Kevin Lin, is a senior at Northeast High School, and 
completed a 22 day Backpacking, Whitewater Canoeing, 
and Rockclimbing expedition in North Carolina:  
“My experience has left a lasting impression on me, as a 
group of teens we did things that we never thought possible 
of ourselves…We allowed ourselves to open up to others…
and more importantly listened with compassion.” 

Madelyn Yucha, an 11th grader at Central High School, 
completed a 5-day backpacking expedition in North Carolina, 
“When I first got to the [course start], I was more than a 
little nervous. Not for hiking or rock climbing or living in 
the woods, but for the idea of doing that all with complete 
strangers. As I sat down, I made sure to leave a chair between 
me and another member of my group, as I kept my head 
down and scrolled on my phone. I never would have thought 
that in just 5 days, we would all be embracing each other, 
sobbing at the idea of leaving one another. I’ve done three 
Outward Bound courses now, and each one seems to be ‘the 
best one yet.’”

Xavier Bullock, a 9th grader at Carver Engineering and 
Science, finished his Bronze Award this past year after a 
10-day expedition at POBS and went sailing in Maine for 
his Silver level Adventurous Journey. “This experience did 
confirm for me who I am - a compassionate person…Some of 
the specific memories I will take with me are about the food, 
sleeping situation, the [lack of] bathroom, morning dips, the 
friends I made and the [local residents] who welcomed us 
with gifts like we were Outward Bound stars.”
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American Philosophical 
Society Hall
One of our 18th- and 19th-century meeting locations still 
stands today. The October 1830 meeting of the society 
took place at the American Philosophical Society (APS), a 
location used only once. Built in 1787 in the Georgian style 
by architect Samuel 
Vaughan, the building 
stands in Independence 
National Historical Park 
at 104 South 5th Street, 
just behind the west 
wing of Independence 
Hall.

Benjamin Franklin, 
one of our most famous 
members, founded the 
APS in 1743 to promote 
“useful knowledge” 
a n d  e n c o u r a g e 
philosophical discourse. 
For its first twenty 
years, the APS had 
no permanent home. 
The society initially 
considered a lot near 
Arch Street, but another site became available in the State 
House yard. In 1785, the Pennsylvania Legislative Assembly 
voted to give the lot to the APS.

Fundraising progressed slowly, and construction took four 
years. Benjamin Franklin ultimately loaned the final funds 
needed for completion.

The hall became a central meeting place and served 
multiple purposes throughout its history. The University 
of Pennsylvania leased space there, artist Thomas Sully 
maintained a portrait studio, and the basement even served 
as a wine cellar for an import business. It was also the first 
home of Charles Willson Peale’s celebrated natural history 
museum, which displayed plant and animal specimens, 

including the bones of 
a mastodon.

Another important 
chapter in APS history 
is its connection to 
the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. President 
Thomas Jefferson, 
an APS member, 
championed the 
exploration of the 
American continent. 
Both Meriwether Lewis 
and Jefferson took 
courses essential for the 
journey and consulted 
w i t h  p h y s i c i a n  
Dr. Benjamin Rush 
a n d  a n a t o m i s t 
Dr. Caspar Wistar, also 

APS members. Many of the Lewis and Clark journals are 
housed at the APS, preserving scientific observations that 
go far beyond geography and weather.

In 1890, the APS added a third story to accommodate 
its growing library, but the addition was removed in 1949 
because it was considered unattractive.

Today, Philosophical Hall houses APS offices and a 
museum open to the public. Consider paying a visit—and 
imagine yourself attending that Society of St. George meeting 
in October 1830.

Moveable
Feast
George Tyndall

This is part five in a series of articles on the 
various dinner and meeting locations where 
The Society of St. George (formerly the Society  
of the Sons of St. George) held events throughout 
the city of Philadelphia since its inception in  
the 18th century.

The dinner locations are not necessarily in exact chronological  
order based on the availability and ease of information at the  
time of creating this historical sketch.

14 The Society of St. George Philadelphia



The Franklin House
Later the St. Louis Hotel
In our society book, Historical Sketch – Society of the Sons of St. 
George – 1772–1897, there appears to be a discrepancy in the 
listing of meeting places referred to as The Franklin House.

In July 1823, it lists The Franklin House at the northwest 
corner of Washington Square and Walnut Street. Then in 
1825, it refers to The Franklin Hotel, not House, at the same 
location. Later, in July 1842, it lists The Franklin House at 
Chestnut Street above Third, and this is where I was able to 
find what I believe is the correct information.

Franklin Court 
was opened through 
to Chestnut Street 
in 1825. At that 
time, a three-story 
house stood at the 
northwest corner 
of Chestnut Street 
and the court, 
which housed a post 
office. The Franklin 
House was built 
on the grounds of 
the First National 
Bank in 1842. With 
this date in mind, 
we must have been 
among the first to 
meet in this new 
establishment, as our records list a meeting in July 1842.

The building was designed by David Weinbrenner and 
opened by Joseph M. Sanderson & Son, former managers 
of Merchant’s Coffee House and the City Tavern. It was 
established on a European plan, featuring a restaurant and 
an elaborate bar. Accommodations for ladies and families 

were considered superior, with rooms constructed to serve 
as parlors by day and chambers at night.

In 1853, a meeting of citizens was held in the hotel parlor 
to discuss consolidation of the city. This effort resulted in 
the Consolidation Act of February 2, 1854, which unified 
the city with the surrounding boroughs and townships 
of Philadelphia County. The reform expanded the city’s 
boundaries from under two square miles to 134 square miles, 
creating a more unified government, improving public safety, 
and elevating Philadelphia to a true metropolitan status as 
its population grew.

In 1860, the property was purchased by Charles Perry 
and renamed  
The St. Louis Hotel. 
It was again sold 
in 1862 to Henry 
and James Devoe. 
Following financial 
difficulties, the 
bui ld ing  was 
replaced by the 
modern structure 
of  the First 
National Bank 
at 315 Chestnut 
Street.

T h e  F i r s t 
National Bank was 
the first national 
bank created 
under the banking 
reforms of the 

Civil War and became the anchor of what was considered 
America’s original Wall Street.

 It was designed by Philadelphia architect John McArthur 
Jr. and is now home to the Science History Institute.

Moveable Feast
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The Order  
of St. George
Contributed by Mark Lanyon

The Order of St. George is proud to be affiliated with the 
Royal Society of St. George. The Order aids people forced 
to flee their homes due to natural or man-made disasters 
and has been officially recognized as a Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO), with special consultative status, by 
the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 
 In 2021, the Order joined the Congress of NGOs. This 
status enables the Order to engage officially with ECOSOC, 
 the United Nations Secretariat, and UN programs.

As an NGO, the Order saves lives by providing 
humanitarian aid to refugees and veterans. Its mission 
is to support veterans, refugees, and youth leadership 
development. The Order welcomes into its membership men 
and women who seek to support the values of compassion, 
charity, faithfulness, and courage.

The Order of St. George is the oldest secular knighthood 
of men and women founded on chivalric values in the world. 
Founded in 1326 AD, it has survived and grown to serve 
hundreds of thousands of veterans, their families, and the 
public worldwide. The Order’s headquarters is in London, 
England, and the Grand Priory of the Americas is based 
in Atlanta, GA. Robert Soderstrom is the Grand Prior of 
the Americas. In 2026, the Order will celebrate its 700th 
anniversary.

Robert Soderstrom is a member of the Royal Society  
of St. George and is working to revive the Atlanta Branch  
of the society.

What does the Order of  
St. George of the Americas do 
in the USA and worldwide?

Ukraine Through the Hospitaller Committee, the 
Order supplies aid to the Ukrainian people in the form of 
medical supplies and basic survival needs.

Middle East Working with the Grand Priory in 
England, the American Priory provides aid and support  
to communities and refugees affected by widespread  
anti-Christian persecution.

Tanzania The Order of St. George Educational 
Scholarship Fund of Tanzania fights gender-based 
violence by rescuing young girls and providing vocational 
scholarships. These scholarships enable girls to receive 
quality training, secure employment, and live dignified, 
productive lives. Dr. Thomas Smith spearheads this 
initiative. Along with hospitality training, this year 
includes an agricultural component where girls grow 
produce for sale at the local market. Every girl completing 
the program in 2024 was gainfully employed,  
protecting them from slave trafficking.

First Responders The Order supports those 
who keep communities safe by aiding the physical, 
financial, medical, and emotional needs of police, fire,  
and other frontline responders and their families.

Veterans and Families The Order is 
developing a food bank initiative and provides funding  
to veteran-focused organizations such as the Green Beret 
Foundation, helping injured veterans and those  
with PTSD, continuing work rooted in the Order’s  
13th-century origins.

Boy Scouts of America The Order 
supports youth development grounded in patriotism, 
generosity, humility, integrity, and chivalric values.  
It encourages and recognizes the achievement of  
Eagle Scout and is exploring additional ways to  
support Scout troops.

Presidential Service Award  
Members provide charitable service by supporting 
hospices, orphanages, elder care, injured servicemen and 
women, first responders, youth leadership, and other 
worthy institutions. Because the Order’s mission aligns 
closely with the PVSA, it proudly became an Official 
Certifying Agency.

In conclusion, the Order of St. George  
of the Americas is committed to  
making a positive impact on communities  
and their residents. St. George member  
Mark Lanyon sits on the Grand  
Council of the Order.

16 The Society of St. George Philadelphia



Educational Support Spotlight

St. James School
David Kasievich

 
From Classrooms to Community: 
The Society of St. George’s Impact in Action

St. James School’s 15th school year is off to a wonderful start 
in Allegheny West, a North Philadelphia neighborhood just 
east of Kelly Drive. The arrival of fall has brought fresh energy 
and excitement to campus. As a fully tuition-free private 
school serving students from the surrounding community, 
St. James currently enrolls 94 students in grades 4 through 
8, while 177 graduates continue to receive direct support 
through the school’s Graduate Support Program. The ongoing 
partnership of The Society of St. George is helping St. James 
sustain this momentum and strengthen the programs that 
ensure every student has the opportunity to thrive.

St. James School challenges every student to reach grade 
level by graduation. Historically, most students enter two 
grade levels behind state standards in reading and math. 
Closing this gap requires students to make more than one 
year’s expected growth annually. In math, fourth- and fifth-
graders are exploring standard, word, and expanded forms, 
using interactive games to reinforce learning. The school 
has also introduced math-focused after-school study halls to 
strengthen comprehension and prepare students for Algebra 
by eighth grade.

Year-round, the hallways are filled with music and joy. 
The band program continues to flourish, giving the youngest 
students a chance to explore new instruments while older 
students refine their skills. A new choir teacher joined the 
faculty this year, guiding students as they build their musical 
foundations through both singing and songwriting.

St. James’s model includes a required extended day, 
monthly Saturday academic clinics, and a full July summer 
program, ensuring students receive support well beyond 

the traditional school schedule. This year, students have 44 
options available for after-school enrichments, including 
activities such as soccer, xylophone and ukulele classes, 
chess and Lego club, student council, and community service.  
These small-group sessions allow students to explore their 
interests and passions while deepening relationships with 
peers and staff.

Seventh-grade families are beginning their high school 
placement journeys with guidance from Graduate Support 
Associate Hana Jemanah. Together, they explore a range of 
options—including public, charter, private, independent, 
and boarding schools—to find the best fit. Each seventh- and 
eighth-grader visits high schools for shadow days and meets 
one-on-one with St. James staff to learn about financial aid 
and prepare for success.

Graduate Support continues long after graduation, 
offering alumni tutoring, mentoring, and counseling.  
The Huskies Hangout provides a welcoming on-campus 
space for graduates to study, socialize, and enjoy a snack 
or dinner while staying connected to St. James. This fall, 
alumni gathered for a Fall Social to carve pumpkins and watch 
movies—an opportunity to reconnect with peers, younger 
students, and older graduates, strengthening relationships 
that will last for years to come.

Beyond serving students and graduates, The Welcome 
Table continues to make St. James a true community hub. Its 
community actions focus on food sharing, adult education, 
legal aid, home repairs, and the Guaranteed Income Pilot. 
At present, the Friends’ Fridge is a top priority as many 
families and neighbors feel the impact of recent SNAP benefit 
decreases. The Welcome Table team is also preparing for 
annual holiday support, ensuring that local families have the 
resources and care they need this season.

The Welcome Table also brings creativity and joy to 
community life. Recently, neighbors gathered for a festive 
weekend in partnership with The Clay Studio, crafting 
beautiful ornaments—
plus a few extras to 
share at the Saturday 
Market in December. 
These programs 
embody what St. 
James values most: 
deep relationships, 
joyful learning, and a 
thriving community 
that grows together.
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Main Website America250.org • Pennsylvania America250pa.org • New Jersey RevNJ.org • Philadelphia Philadelphia250.us

The Non-Profit Affiliates, including St. George America250pa.org/Nonprofit_Affiliates

Historic Gathering  
at Valley Forge
Saturday, June 27, 2026
Washington Memorial Chapel 
Grounds, Valley Forge
Dear Friends,

The Society of St. George, Philadelphia, cordially invites you 
and your family to join us for a momentous celebration as 
America marks its 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence!

Join us for an unforgettable day as we honor our nation’s 
founding at the historic Washington Memorial Chapel in 
Valley Forge—a chapel built in 1903 as a tribute to George 
Washington himself, making it the perfect backdrop for our 
Semiquincentennial celebration.

Making History Accessible to All
We believe this historic milestone should be celebrated by 
everyone. That’s why we’re committed to keeping ticket 
prices reasonable and have established The America 250 
Fund to help supplement costs, ensure broad membership 
participation, and support other America 250 activities 
sponsored by St. George.

Event Highlights
•	 Traditional Morris Dancers bringing  

centuries-old English folk traditions to life
•	 Live Music celebrating our shared heritage
•	 Delicious Food for all to enjoy
•	 Family-friendly activities for guests of all ages
•	 Historic setting at one of America’s most 

significant locations

Support Our Mission
Help us make this celebration accessible to all families  
by contributing to The America 250 Fund.

Donate by mailing a check to: 
The Society of St. George
1221 Locust Street, #502
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Mark your calendars now  
for June 27, 2026!
More details including ticket information and full program 
schedule will follow in the coming months. Together, let’s 
celebrate the enduring spirit of American independence at 
the very place where our nation’s resolve was tested and 
strengthened.

In patriotic fellowship,

Gregg Edwards, Chair
St. George America 250 Committee



Taste of the Commonwealth
Celebrates Community and Culture

On Sunday, September 
28th, the Commonwealth 
of Nations Committee 
of Greater Philadelphia 
hosted a Taste of the 
Commonwealth event at 
the stunning Highlands 
Mansion & Gardens in Fort 
Washington. The afternoon 
gathering brought together 
members from across our community for an unforgettable 
celebration of culture, cuisine, and connection.

Mother Nature blessed the event with perfect weather, 
allowing guests to enjoy the beautiful grounds of the historic 
mansion. Pleasant temperatures and clear skies created an 
ideal backdrop for the festivities as attendees mingled on 
the expansive lawns and explored the picturesque gardens.

The culinary showcase was nothing short of spectacular. 
Members embraced the potluck spirit enthusiastically, 
bringing dishes that represented their countries of origin 
and ethnic backgrounds. From savory appetizers to hearty 
main courses and delectable desserts, the spread offered a 
true taste of the Commonwealth’s diversity. The variety of 

flavors and traditions 
on display reflected 
the rich tapestry of 
cultures that make 
our organizations so 
special.

Adding to the 
festive atmosphere, 
guests enjoyed dancing 
to Island Vibes while 

taking advantage of the complimentary bar. The music kept 
the energy high throughout the afternoon.

The event drew strong representation from several 
Commonwealth organizations throughout the region, 
reinforcing the collaborative spirit that defines our 
community. It was heartening to see so many members and 
guests come together to strengthen the bonds that unite us.

Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed 
to making this year’s Taste of the Commonwealth such a 
memorable success. We look forward to seeing you at future 
events! 

For more information about the participating groups, 
visit Phillybrit.org.
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Historical Booklet Own your copy of this softbound version of the 1923 book 
covering the history of the Society of the Sons of St. George for a suggested dona-
tion of $25 or more (plus $10 for shipping and handling).

SOCIETY

ORDER TODAY! Email stgeorgephiladelphia@gmail.com or call (267) 521-1774
Add $5 shipping fee for all merchandise orders unless otherwise noted

Blazer Patch 
$40

Winter Cap  
$35

250th Anniversary  
Challenge Coin  

$20

Small  
Medal  

$30

Collar 
Medal 

$45

For additional branded items like polos, tees, and more, call for details!

Neck  
Ties  
$35

Rosette  
$15

250th Gala Booklet  
$10

Cummerbund  
$30Flag Pin 

$15

Newsletter design: AlCassidy.comEditors: George Tyndall, Anne Peckham, Andrew Colket, Judith K. Francis, and Al Cassidy

Apron 
$40


